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Juneteenth celebrates Black History

Read!
Read!
Read!

Remember when slaves
were not allowed to read!

Travel on the Book Lane
on the 

Black Information High-
way

Welcome, Travelers!

Kentucky Center for African American
Heritage announces plans to develop a
media arts center in honor of legendary
Col. Charles Young,  a Buffalo Soldier

LOUISVILLE, KY - The Ken-
tucky Center for African Ameri-
can Heritage (Heritage Center) is
embarking on the
expansion of a new Media Arts
Center in a vacant 14,000 square
foot wing on the campus. The
proposed media arts center will
be a state-of-the-art facility serv-
ing as the communication arm of
one of the primary heritage cen-
ters in the state of Kentucky. The
Media Arts Center will house a
40' x 50' “black-box” with a max-
imum seating capacity of 200,
providing a unique and versatile
space where artists of all disci-

plines showcase their creative
work. The center’s layout will
also include a lower and upper
level. The lower level will in-
clude a dressing room with sink
and toilets, green rooms, options
for loading in and out, public
restrooms, office and storage

spaces. The upper level will-
include editing suites, sound
booths, meeting rooms and ac-
cess to the control room and
lighting grid over-looking the
“black-box” theatre. This venue
will offer local artist and media
producers a platform to produce
video, theatre, music, dance, lit-
erary, public lectures, community
forums and more.

The new Media Arts Center will
offer a professional learning en-
vironment where media and the
arts are used to promote and pre-
serve Kentucky’s African Amer-
ican heritage and the shared
heritage with the African Dias-
pora by hosting and producing
programs, performances, ex-
hibits, and a repository of video
programs that will be broad-
casted and/or distributed
throughout Kentucky and the na-
tion. The fund-raising goal for
the project is 3.5 million dollars.
To initiate this capital campaign,
the Heritage Center has retained
the services of Charles Blatcher
III, as the Project Fundraising Di-
rector for the construction and
development of the new Colonel
Charles Young Media Arts Cen-
ter located on the 68,000 square
foot campus in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.
Blatcher brings a wealth of ex-

perience working as a principal
organizer for the National Coali-
tion of Black Veteran Organiza-
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tions (NCOBVO). The coalition
came together in unity of purpose
to promote a greater understand-
ing of the important role Black
service men and service women
perform in the defense of the na-
tion. As chairman,  Blatcher has
led the coalition as the chief ad-
vocate for Black Military History
and Colonel Charles Young.
Under his leadership, the call for
the posthumous honorary promo-
tion for Colonel Charles Young
to the rank of Brigadier General
has gained prominence. He is not
a stranger to Kentucky. He has
played a major role in promoting
educational tourism in the Ken-
tucky/Ohio region. The Coalition
dubbed the route connecting the
Colonel’s birth cabin in Mays
Lick, Kentucky to the national
monument and archives in
Wilberforce, Ohio as “the
Colonel Charles Young Corri-
dor.” We have seen some things
move in a positive direction
under his leadership. We look

forward to the expertise and ded-
ication he brings to the Media
project. Blatcher recounts why
naming the Media Arts Center in
honor of Colonel Charles Young: 

“I welcome the opportunity to be
a part of developing the Media
Arts Center. Especially in the
name of the legendary Colonel
Charles Young. It’s an honor he
deserves. In his period of history,
he was more than an outstanding
Soldier, he was a great commu-
nicator as a visual artist, musi-
cian, and poet, who spoke
several languages. Colonel
Young stood with intellectuals of
the times, such as W.E.B.
DuBois, Booker T. Washington,
and poet, novelist, and play-
wright Paul Laurence Dunbar
who were among his close
friends. Colonel Young has a
presence in African-American art
and literature. One of the most
notable instances of this is Coun-
tée Cullen's 1925 poem “In
Memory of Colonel Charles
Young.” Another case of Young's
legacy in literature is from his
close friend, W.E.B. Du Bois,
who spoke at Young's eulogy.
DuBois claimed that “The life of
Charles Young was a triumph of
tragedy.” Charles Young is also
represented in paintings and
other art. Notably, a painting by
J.W. Shannon titled “Portrait of
Cadet Charles Young,” which
currently belongs to The Na-

tional Afro-American Museum
and Cultural Center in Wilber-
force, Ohio.
He was a creative man who left
behind a treasure of musical
scores, poetry, and writings.
The thought of him one day hav-
ing his name above a Media Arts
Center would have pleased him.
What is pleasing for me is to
think one day some of his work
may be presented in a theater in
a building named in his honor. ICol. Charles Young

Charles Blatcher
welcome being a part of making
it happen. I am optimistic in the
pride this effort will bring to the
Community, City of Louisville
and the State of Kentucky.”
KCAAH is working in tandem
with the Black Media Collabora-
tive (BMC). BMC is a network
of media professionals including
directors, producers, writers and

The new Media Arts Center
will offer a professional
learning environment where
media and the arts are used
to promote and preserve Ken-
tucky’s African American her-
itage and the shared heritage
with the African Diaspora by
hosting and producing pro-
grams, performances, ex-
hibits, and a repository of
video programs...

specialist working in the film,
television, radio, animation, the-
atre, literature, journalism and In-
ternet industries. BMC is
dedicated to developing media
literacy and skilled people in the
production of media to provide
significant economic, employ-
ment and cultural benefits in our
community. BMC will provide
the human resource capacity to
develop an onsite media produc-
tion facility which will be dedi-
cated to radio, film, video and
theatre productions, which will
provide both training and per-
forming venue.
The center will also collaborate
with the African American The-
atre Program (AATP) at the Uni-
versity of Louisville. AATP
produces theatrical productions
about Black life in Kentucky and
throughout the African Diaspora.   
Founded in 1993, the African

American Theatre Program is
committed to staging works by
new and established African
American dramatists, developing
a broad audience for African
American theatre, and offering an
in-depth curriculum that focuses
on the theory and craft of acting,
directing, and designing for
Black Theatre
KCAAH is located at 1701 West
Muhammad Ali Boulevard •
Louisville, Kentucky 40203
(502) 583-4100 • Fax: (502) 583-
4112. For more information, visit
www.kcaah.org

Editor’s Note: We are pleased
to bring our readers the “His-
tory of Black History’ by our
late columnist Vernon E. Ash.
It was first published on
March 9, 1996.

***
By Vernon E. Ash

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information Highway.com

“So that the contributions of
African Americans would be
properly represented and ob-
served, the first observance of
Negro History Week was spear-
headed in 1926 by the “Father of
Black History,” 
-Dr. Carter G. Woodson-

Dr. Woodson is the author of the
popular book, “The Mis-Educa-
tion of the Negro,” published in
1933 and still viewed today as an
important source and guidebook
on the behavior and mental con-
dition of African Americans. He
was born in 1875 and died in
1950.
Other African Americans who

The History of Black History

supported Dr. Woodson’s idea
collaborated with the black his-
tory scholar to choose the second
week of February as the week to
observe the special Negro His-
tory Week. This month and week

were selected because it is the
week of the birthdays of Freder-
ick Douglass and Abraham Lin-
coln, both highly respected at the
time.
In 1915, Dr. Woodson founded
the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History
(ASNLH) and began publishing
The Journal of Negro History a
year later. In the October 1927
edition of the Journal, Dr. Wood-
son wrote passionately about the
significance of observing Negro
History Week.
“The celebration tends not to

promote propaganda, but to
counteract it by popularizing the
truth. It is not interested so much
in Negro History as it is in his-
tory influenced by the Negro; for
what the world needs is not a his-
tory of selected races or nations
but the history of the world void
of national bias, race hate, and
religious prejudice,” Dr. Wood-
son wrote. “There has been,
therefore, no tendency to eulo-
gize the Negro, nor to abuse his
enemies. The aim has been to
emphasize important facts in the
belief that facts properly set forth
will speak for themselves.”
With the strong support of edu-
cators, ministers and community
leaders around the nation, the
first Negro History Week proved
to be a tremendous success. Each
group and institution took re-
sponsibility to initiate its own
programs and forums to fit their
particular needs in their local
communities.
The popular use of the word

“Negro” was replaced in the
1960s with “Black” and “Afro-
American”. This new trend also
forced a change in the name of
the ASNLH. During its 1972
convention, delegates changed

My Black Is Beautiful platform in
partnership with DoSomething.org
continues to promote positiveness

The popular use of the word
“Negro” was replaced in the
1960s with “Black” and
“Afro-American”. This new
trend also forced a change in
the name of the ASNLH. Dur-
ing its 1972 convention, del-
egates changed its name to
the Association for the Study
of Afro-American Life and
History (ASALH). Negro His-
tory Week was then changed
to Black History Week.

its name to the Association for
the Study of Afro-American Life
and History (ASALH). Negro
History Week was then changed
to Black History Week.
During the nation’s Bicentennial
celebration in 1976, the ASALH
joined the focus on American
history and decided to expand
the observance of Black History

NEW YORK,  /PRNewswire/ --
"Dirty." "Angry." "Evil." These
are three words dictionaries still
use to define the word "Black."
My Black Is Beautiful – a plat-
form created by a group of vi-
sionary Black women – recently
launched a movement challeng-
ing all dictionaries to #Rede-
fineBlack in partnership with
DoSomething.org. The commit-
ment and deliberate call for
change comes as My Black Is
Beautiful re-dedicates its ongo-
ing mission: to spotlight all that
is beautiful about Black beauty
and culture, as well as transcend
bias through promoting a more
positive representation of Black-
ness. A timely movement, the
negative associations tied to the
word "Black" are pervasive and
continue to live through lan-
guage, as evident in many dic-
tionaries of standard. 
"For over a decade, MBIB has
inspired change by uplifting
Blackness and through honest di-
alogue about bias. The 'Redefine
Black' movement tackles the
negative associations with the
word 'Black'. Through our expe-
rience, we know words matter.
Our goal is to continue to cele-
brate and elevate all that is beau-
tiful about Black culture," said
Lela Coffey, Brand Director of
Multicultural Beauty at Procter
and Gamble. "Naturi Naughton
has been unapologetic about her
personal Black experience, and
we are pleased to announce that
she has joined us to 'Redefine
Black'. We look forward to
sparking conversation and driv-
ing meaningful change with Na-
turi, and our partnership with
DoSomething.org. A move to-

wards progress, today we are
also proud that Dictionary.com
has agreed to update their defini-
tion of 'Black', to raise awareness
and challenge other dictionaries
to follow suit."
My Black Is Beautiful is not

only leading the charge to
change the negative perceptions
of Black beauty, but also strives
to positively change the way that
people relate to Blackness. The
definitions of the word 'Black'
and negative associations aren't
just inaccurate, they are also
harmful because they fuel what
researchers call the "Bad Is
Black" effect. This effect shows
that when people associate dark-
ness with badness, it causes real-
world racial prejudice. 
Said Dr. Imani Perry, Hughes-
Rogers Professor of African
American Studies at Princeton
University, "'Redefine Black' is a
timely movement, and the mod-
ern-day challenge is to combat
the continued negative associa-
tions with Blackness – both his-

torical and contemporary –  and
to sustain a sense of collective
identity in Blackness, while ac-
knowledging the vast diversity in
Black America." 
For My Black Is Beautiful, #Re-
defineBlack is aimed at driving
dialogue and meaningful change,
with an understanding that
"Black" isn't an individual term
or identity. Words can make a
powerful impact on how we feel,
as well as influence how we are
perceived, and how we perceive
others.   

Said Carrie Bloxson, Chief
Marketing Officer, DoSome-
thing.org, "Language shapes the
way we see and treat people, and
can fuel real-world prejudice and
bias. That's why we're so proud
to partner with My Black is
Beautiful on 'Redefine Black'. By
mobilizing young people around
this issue, we can change percep-
tion and advocate for meaningful
change, starting with the words

"For over a decade, MBIB
has inspired change by uplift-
ing Blackness and through
honest dialogue about bias.
The 'Redefine Black' move-
ment tackles the negative as-
sociations with the word
'Black'. Through our experi-
ence, we know words matter.
Our goal is to continue to cel-
ebrate and elevate all that is
beautiful about Black cul-
ture," said Lela Coffey, Brand
Director of Multicultural
Beauty at Procter and Gam-
ble.
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collaborated with the black his-
tory scholar to choose the sec-
ond week of February as the
week to observe the special
Negro History Week. This month
and week were selected because
it is the week of the birthdays of
Frederick Douglass and Abra-
ham Lincoln, both highly re-
spected at the time.

Week to include the entire month
of February. This was done to af-
ford more time for activities fo-
cusing on the broad contributions
of African Americans to the rich
history of America and the world.
Black History Month has sur-

vived several decades and con-
tinues to grow throughout the
U.S. with a variety of activities
and commemorations that place
the great contributions of
Africans (being the original
human creation) and African
Americans on center stage.
This month in addition to local
community celebrations and ac-
tivities observing Black History
Month, numerous television spe-
cials, movies, books, magazine
articles and other features will
focus on the “stolen legacy” of
Black History.


